BETHESDA CATHEDRAL – WORD EDIFICATION (Oikos on 8th Oct 2010)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
1. Women Ministry – 9 Oct (Sat), 3.30 pm, Jacob Room – Speaker: Rev Irene East.

2. Gospel Sunday Service – 17 Oct (Sun) - Speaker: Rev Neivelle Tan 
WORD RELEASED  
Mk 10:7-9 - “‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.’  So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate.”  

WORD EDIFICATION  (Rev Tay Cheng Kee)
Introduction:
Everyone should be involved in a cell group/Oikos.  Although we have Praise & Worship and use the Bible as a guide for our lifestyle and discussion, it is not solely a Bible study group. The purpose for the Oikos is for fellowship, sharing, mutual encouragement, practical & prayer support and also outreach.  
Our church believes in having a strong lay ministry.  We have only a small number of full time staff, but the majority of people serving in the various ministries are volunteers.

The 3 Pillars which our Lay Ministry stands on are: 
· Every member, a minister; 
· Every ministry is important; 
· We are interdependent on each other.

1) EVERY MEMBER IS A MINISTER  (Mk 10:45)
Just as Jesus came to serve and gave his life for us, we also must have the same attitude and readiness to serve.  Serving and giving are the characteristics of every believer.  We need to avail ourselves to serve God by being involved in a ministry.
a)  We are created for ministry.  Eph 2:10 - We are not saved by our works, but saved to do good works for the Master.   God expects us to be in a  ministry so that we can serve others; this is the outflow of our gratitude to God for what He has done.
b)  We are called into ministry.  1 Pet 2:9 - Everyone is called into ministry and should be involved in at least one ministry in the church.

c)  We are gifted for ministry.  1 Pet 4:10 - Every believer is given at least one gifting or ability which he/she can use to serve God and others.  When we serve, we do it as working for the Lord. (Col 3:23)
d)  We are commanded in ministry.   Matt 28:18,19 - Jesus commanded us to be involved in ministry because all ministries ultimately serve to lift up
His name and help to fulfill the Great Commission.
e)  We are accountable for ministry.  Col 3:23 - One day, we will all appear  before the judgment seat of Christ to give an account of our work on earth.   

Therefore, let us serve in the ministry as though we are serving  the Lord and not men.

f) 
We are needed for ministry.  1 Cor 12:27 - The Body consists of many parts and each part has to play its role.  Each believer is able to contribute to help build up the local Body of Christ.

g)  We are rewarded for ministry.  (Eph 6:8) - When we serve wholeheartedly as
 unto the Lord, we shall be rewarded by Him when he  comes again.
2) EVERY MINISTRY IS IMPORTANT  (1 Cor 12:21-22)
Every ministry in the church is absolutely necessary and there is not one ministry more important than another.
3) WE ARE DEPENDENT ON EACH OTHER.  (1 Cor 12:20)
Individualism and independent spirit must be replaced by the spirit of interdependence and mutualism.  Whatever we do, we must put aside our personal differences and selfish agenda and work together for the common good.

Conclusion
In Mark 5:1-17, Jesus cast out the demons from a demonized man and they entered into an entire herd of pigs and were drowned.  The people living there were previously harassed by this demonized man.  Even though their problem had been solved, they were nevertheless unhappy since they suffered a great loss of their pigs.  They wanted the best of both worlds.  They want to have their problem solved and still be able to keep their pigs.  We may also fall into the same erroneous thinking.  Although we all want to see the church grow, we never get involved and do the necessary work.   Let us do our part to see our church grow.
APPLICATIONS
1) What gifts and talents have you received from God?  In what ministry can these best be used to help build up the church?  Discuss.

2) Discuss how we can help our church & our oikos to grow.  What ways 
can you contribute to see this come to pass? 
3) In small groups of 2-3, pray for your FRANs whom you plan to invite for 
     the coming Gospel service (Spkr : Rev Neivelle Tan) on 17 Oct 2010.
4)  Remind members:

· Toddlers – below 4 years old

· Kindies – 4 to 7 years old

· Junior Sunday School – 7 to 12 years old

· Youth Ministry – 2 pm, Joseph Hall, Level 4

