BETHESDA CATHEDRAL – WORD EDIFICATION (Oikos on 3rd Sep 2010)

Announcements

1. Gospel service on 12 Sep 2010 (Sunday) Speaker: Rev. Neivelle Tan. Invite your FRANS to attend.
2. Woman Ministry – Guest Speaker : Rev Irene East.   4th Sept 2010, 3.30 – 5.30 pm.  Venue : Jacob Room (Level 4).
Word Released 

“I am the good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by My own.”
                












    Jn 10:14 (NKJV)

Word Edification – Life of Apostle John
Speaker: Rev Tim O’Connell
1. John, having known Christ since the beginning, was able to write the gospel and his letters out of the abundance of his experience and relationship with Christ.  In the early days when Christ called him and his brother James, together with the sons of Jonas, they left their comfort zone and responded immediately to God’s call to be fishers of men (Mt 4:18-22).  
2. In as much as God has called us to evangelise the lost, there’s a need to build up and establish the lives of the believers who enter the kingdom of God.  This is seen symbolically in the unbroken net (Lk 5:5-6; Jn 21:10-11).   When nets are broken, fishes will escape and swim away.  Evangelism and teaching (discipleship) need to go hand in hand. 
3. In his wisdom, John presented some contrasting themes as he penned the book of Revelation vis-à-vis the book of beginnings, Genesis.  The story that began at the beginning of time finds its culmination at the end of the age.
	Theme
	Genesis
	Revelation

	New creation
	By the creative word of God, the world and mankind came into existence (Gen 1:1, 27-28). We need to recognise the purpose of our existence. 
	God wants us to populate his kingdom, which is represented by the new heaven and new earth (Rev 21:1).

	Marriage
	God intended marriage to be a living union between a man and a woman (Gen 2:22-25; Mt 19:4-6). The institution of marriage has come under attack in our day and age.     
	Marriage in heaven is portrayed as between Christ and His bride, the church.  The bride of Christ is to get herself ready by developing and working out the fruit of the Spirit (Rev 19:7-9; 22:17). 

	Serpent
	The violation of God’s law opens the door for the enemy to work (Gen 3:1).  The seduction of the serpent continues to this day unabated. 
	The final judgment of the unholy trinity, including the serpent, has already been pre-determined (Rev 19:20-21; 20:1-3).  God’s holy trinity is seen in Jn 3:34.

	Babylon
	Under the inspiration of Satan, Nimrod sougt to build a tower to heaven (Gen 10:8-9; 11:4).  Babylon has become symbolic as a centre of idolatry and occultic practices.  
	Babylon’s destruction would be swift and complete when her sins have reached up to heaven (Rev 18:1-5). 

	Judgment
	Mankind was judged through a world-wide flood in the days of Noah (Gen 6:11-13).  When man violates God’s laws, sin increases, unleashing God’s punishment on earth (Is 24:5, 19).
	The final judgment of God is waiting to be released. And this would culminate God’s final judgment on mankind (Rev 15:1). 

	Tree of life
	The tree was forbidden to man due to his transgression (Gen 3:17, 24). However, it also brought the hope of redemption through the sacrificial death of Christ at Calvary’s cross. 
	The tree of life would be restored back to mankind and is offered to the church and those who obey God (Rev 2:7; 1-2, 14).  


Applications
1. The hallmark of the apostle John was that he was a seeker of truth.  His heart was soft and tender; when Christ called, he responded without hesitation.  He identified himself as the disciple whom Christ loved (Jn 21:7) and lived to a ripe old age, having had revelations of God which he could pass on to the saints down the centuries.   What about us – have we experienced God’s love and can truly say that God loves us dearly?
2. What are some lies the enemy has sown in our world today with regard to marriage, God and the future?  How can we counter them with the truth of God’s Word?
3. How can we ensure that our nets are not broken?  

