BETHESDA CATHEDRAL – WORD EDIFICATION (OIKOS ON 20TH AUGUST, 2010)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

1. Pre-baptismal class commencing on 15th August, 2010.

2. Calling all women for special meeting with Pastor Susan Quek on 21 August, 2010 3.30 p.m. @ Jacob Room

3. Intercessory Prayer meeting on 28th August, 2010 (Saturday) 7.30 a.m.

4. Gospel Service on 12 Sept. 2010 (Sunday) Speaker: Rev. Neivelle Tan.  Invite your FRANS.

5. Corporate Prayer & Praise – Every Wednesday 8 p.m. @ Caleb Room
6. New Comer’s Lunch – 29th Aug 2010 (Sunday), 12.45p.m. @ Jacob Room (4th Level).
WORD RELEASED

John 14:27  “Peace I leave with you.  My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you.  Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.”
WORD EDIFICATION – Life-Long Life Change
Speaker
:  Elder Daniel Foo
Introduction:

When a person receives Christ into his/her heart, it is only the beginning of a journey with God.  Many people do not progress further from this stage and remain as spiritual babes.  They do not exhibit a consistent spiritual lifestyle but struggle with sins.  They also fail to demonstrate Christ-likeness at home and at work.  These are issues resulting from the lack of Christian discipleship in the person’s life.
#1:  We Need To Encounter  God

When he/she receives Jesus as Lord and Savior, it is a starting point of his/her spiritual journey.  For some, they may have experience a special encounter with God which serves as a milestone which they may clearly remember later.  They also experience the inner change and transformation because now they become a new creation in Christ.
#2 : We need to belong to a close community of believers.

The danger of this internet age is that some believe that the virtual community can replace the close community of believer in real life.  On the contrary, every believer has to be committed to attending church service and Oikos regularly.  In such a community, its members can be vulnerable and offer mutual encouragement one to another.   

#3 : We need to have mentor coaches who can speak into our lives.

Mentors, coaches, teachers and disciplers are people who have our best interest at heart and they can help us progress in our spiritual journey.  We need them for each of them play a different role in our journey.  They teach, guide, coach and help us to develop spiritually.  They are also able to see our strengths and weaknesses, and give us their inputs and speak into our lives.  However, we must first be willing to make ourselves accountable to them (Jas 5:16).
#4 : We need to adopt the humble posture of life long learning
We must desire to learn continually by reading books and receiving advice from people in the close community of believers.  Maintain a humble attitude when receiving corrections because in so doing one can gain wisdom (Prov 9:9-10). When offended , do not respond according to our old man.  Consider the old man as crucified in Christ (Lk 9:23) and live according to our new man in Christ.  Forgiving those who hurt you and get rid of the baggage of bitterness which can hinder you from running the race (Heb 12:1).  
We must also continually learn what is the good and acceptable will of God through the renewing our mind with God’s word (Rom 12:1).
#5 :  We must develop and pursue our purpose in life 

We must remember that we are saved to serve, and it is about influencing and impacting others for Christ. We want God to use us to build up the lives of others in our own family as well as in the church & Oikos.  Make use of the talents and gifting which God has given to you to serve God and people.  
#6 :   We need regular spiritual  disciplines

a.  Regular Word Intake. 
Make daily Bible reading interesting by memorising and mediating on the Word.  Let the Holy Spirit enlighten the Logos word to bring it to life in your heart.  Try to memorise the godly principle behind the Logos and treasure it in your heart, then live it out every day.
b. Ongoing Prayer Communion

Prayer is a very important aspect of our spiritual life.  The Scripture exhorts us to have continual communion with God through prayer (1 Thess 5:17) and also persevere in prayer in order to see breakthroughs in our lives and church (Luke 18:1). 
c. Building our altar 
We must take time to build our altar of thanksgiving, praise and worship to God.  Firstly, we reflect on God’s goodness and thank him for the things he has done.  This will keep us in perspective and let us gain wisdom.  Secondly, we praise him for who he is and give him all the glory for everything he has done. (Heb 13:15). Thirdly, when we recall the attributes of God, such as His holiness, His omnipotence, omnipresence, and omniscience, we can only respond in awe and worship His name (Lev 10:3).  True worship is the result of a biblical fear of God and will cause us to surrender our lives to Him.

APPLICATION:
1. Discuss the importance of being a member of an Oikos.  What benefits have you received from attending this Oikos.

2. “Do you think that you have a good Christian testimony at work or at home?” Share in small group of two or three. Pray for one another that you will be a better Christian witness. 

3. As an Oikos, pray for the FRANs whom you want to invite to attend the special Gospel service by Rev Neivelle Tan  (Sunday, 12 Sept 10). 
