Bethesda Cathedral – Word Edification (Oikos on 3rd February, 2012)
Announcements
1. Intercessory Prayer – Sat 4 Feb 8 am @ Jacob Room
2. Newcomers’ Lunch – Sun 26 Feb (after Sunday Service) @ Jacob Room

3. Youth Outreach – Sun 12 Feb 3 pm @ Gideon Hall $10/pax 

Word Released:
“All that the Father gives me will come to me, and the one who comes to me I will by no means cast out” (John 6:37)

Word Edification - 2 Timothy 3, 4 (Speaker: Rev Tim O’Connell)

1.  Living in the last days-Godlessness
a) A glimpse in the OT


- Isa 24:5 condition of man: violate God’s laws & commandments


- Isa 19-20 Consequences – Wrath of God

Present day church – Will we stand strong in the face of “giants” and profound 
battles?
b) Characteristics of the heart of man: (2 Tim 3:1)


- Prideful instead of humility

- Self-seeking instead of servant’s heart to serve God and others

- Covetousness, lovers of money instead of contentment


- Blasphemers, taking God’s name in vain instead of honoring His name


- Lack of respect for authority, asserting self rights instead of living on God’s terms


- Ungratefulness instead of always being thankful to God


Present day church – Anti-Christ spirit, the deceptive spirit is at work (2 Tim 3:8),

even the elect can be deceived (Matt 24:24) . We need to exercise discernment.
c)
Living in the last days with Paul, the apostle as an example (2 Tim 3:10-13)

(i)   Let your life be a living epistle. Paul’s life is an open book. Our lives tell a story. 
      What’s your story? What’s BC’s story?

      A good name is not just for ourselves but for the glory of God (Prov 22:1). It 

      points to God’s faithfulness.

(ii)  We need to view sufferings/afflictions from a godly perspective from which 

      something is to be gained in Christ Jesus.  As a man, Jesus himself suffered and  
      learned obedience (Heb 5:8). 


(iii) Beware of deception and seeds of disunity sown in the church. We need to 

      guard ourselves against deception and allow the truths of God to work in and 
      through our lives. We need to have a love for God’s words for the word of 

      God is living and active… (Heb 4:12).
2. Know your doctrine (2 Tim 3:14-4:4)

a) We need to look at the word of God with balance & perspective. Different 
weight/measure is applicable to different people and their situation (Prov 11:1; 
16:11). We should adopt the perspective allowing God’s light and life to enter 
and dispel darkness. The word is absolute truths and we cannot be “cherry-
picking” believers. 

b) All scriptures are God-inspired. We have to be careful of teachers of 
unrighteousness (Rom 1:18) as it is filtered through man-interpretation according 
to his perspectives and desires. We need to receive God’s words with reverence 
for the Holy Spirit will guide us into all truth. Welcoming God into our lives as we live 
out the word of God will result in life transformation.
c) Be a soul winner (2 Tim 4:1-2) and seek every opportunity to witness (Col 4:3). Paul had opportunity to minister to Caesar’s household (Phil 4:22). We need to be relevant in bringing the gospel to different groups of people, to know the timing to bring forth the sword i.e. “God’s word” and point them to Jesus. 
d) Seek to understand sound doctrines (2 Tim 4:3-4). Christianity is about the “heart” issues and avoids promoting “easy” Christianity, saying what “itching ears” want to hear.

3. Finishing well (2 Tim 4:5-21)

a) We need to add to our faith virtues, namely; goodness, knowledge, self control, perseverance, godliness, kindness, love. For these will enable us to be fruitful in our Christian walk. He who does not have these will be walking with obscured vision and fails to see the finishing line. Those who are pure in heart shall see God (Matt 5:8).
b) It is important to be vigilant (2 Tim 4:5). We need to know who we are and our call in Christ. This will enable us to be alert and always moving forward in faith.
c) It is important to finish well (2 Tim 4:10). Don’t be like the seeds that fell to the ground and were “choked” (Parable of the sower) e.g. Demas

Conclusion:
1. The importance of God’s words in our lives. It helps us to discern against deception which is becoming pronounced in the world and also in the church.
2. A love for God’s words. We have to submit to God’s word and allow the Holy Spirit to deal with issues and work through our lives. 
3. The word of God is our warfare weapon.  The truth shall set people free.
4. What is God’s vision for me and Bethesda Cathedral? We need to stay FOCUS(concentrate our energy) on the vision that God has for us so that we will not lose sight of it and have understanding towards God’s bigger plans and purposes. 

APPLICATIONS:-
1. The Bereans were specially mentioned ACTS 17:10-12. The teacher, EZRA was also singled out EZRA 7:10. 

a) Discuss their attitude towards God’s laws and commandments. What can we 

     learn from them and adopt them for our own lives? 


b) The Keys of consistency and obedience are crucial in our Christian walk. 
 

          Discuss.

2. What is the vision of BETHESDA CATHEDRAL? 

a) Pray together for every leader, member and ministry to capture the vision that 
     God has given to B.C and run this race with faith and faithfulness.

b) Daniel 12:3 – “….. and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars 
    

          forever. Pray that there will be a revival in our hearts and we will have a burden 
    for lost souls.
