BETHESDA CATHEDRAL – WORD EDIFICATION (Oikos on 27 Jan 12)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

1. Junior Sunday School CNY Celebration – Sun, 29 Jan, 9.30am, 1½yrs - 7yrs 
    @Joshua Room,    7yrs -12yrs @ Daniel Hall. 
2. “Peace Be To You” - Social Concerns Ministry, Gospel Outreach in Hokkien  - Thur, 

     2 Feb, 10.30am, Chapel. Invite your dialect speaking FRANs and be blessed.
3.  Prayer & Praise - Every Wed, 8pm, Chapel.
WORD EDIFICATION (Spkr : Ps Tay Cheng Kee)
Introduction
There are many reasons to praise God for in 2011: God’s favor upon our church; His direction and His many blessings in our lives. As we begin 2012, we look forward to a great year ahead, filled with even more reasons to praise Him. 
No longer do we need animal sacrifices but simply coming into the presence of God with sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving (Heb 13:15). The Holy Spirit makes us remember God's goodness in our lives and rivers of thanksgiving will flow from our hearts.

 “I will praise the LORD all my life; I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.” 










Psalm 146:2
We can enjoy praising God in four areas
1. For His splendor and glory. 
As we look at the breath-taking mountains and gaze up at the myriads of stars at night, we can't help but wonder about the greatness of God’s creation. But instead, marvel at God, the creator of everything.  He was there, before the beginning of time.  In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. As we reflect on his splendor and glory, something inside us just wells up in praise and adoration of a glorious and wonderful God. 

2. God's grace and mercy. 
God is full of love, slow to anger. All men are sinful and have fallen short of the glory of God. In our sins we should have perished from the righteous fire of God's anger. But yet He shows us His grace and mercy and offers a way out for us through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ for our sins. When we come into God's presence, the Holy Spirit reminds us that God is slow to anger and plentiful in mercy. We have been saved by His grace and praise God for that!

In Hebrews 11 we read about the heroes of faith. However, we know they were real people fraught with shortcomings. Yet, when they repented, God forgave and He forgets their sins. In the end, they were mentioned and acknowledged for their faith and trust in God. It is not how we start but how we finished.
3. God is our healer and deliverer. 
We read many accounts of healing miracles and acts of deliverance by God in the bible. Stories of healing too, abound in BC's history. We know that when human situations fail and become hopeless, God delivers; He heals. Our Christian hope is not an uncertain feeling but a firm assurance of the certainty of salvation. Our hope is in Jesus and that is reason for us to praise His name.

4. God's attributes, character and the goodness of God
We praise God for health, life and physical provision. We praise Him that we are able to gather together and worship freely here in Singapore. Indeed as we enjoy His blessings in our lives, let’s give thanks and praise God’s goodness.

What happens when we praise and thank God? 

It takes our wrong focus on the situation and suffering and turns our attention to God, who will provide, for He is our Jehovah Jireh, our El Shaddai. When we praise God, we shift from an earthly perspective to a heavenly perspective. 

Joy in the LORD
We're joyful in the Lord because we know God and our hope is in Him. God beckons us to get to know Him intimately. One of the hallm​arks of a Christian should therefore be joy.

It’s joy unspeakable that rises from our hearts to worship Him.“Our mouths were filled with laughter, our tongues with songs of joy. Then it was said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.” (Psalm 126:2)
The Lord knows our frame, He’s our creator. He gives us revelation of Himself and His ways. He lights up our understanding. It’s not the length of passage we read but the rhema that we receive from Him. (Psalm 119:73)
There’s great joy and freedom to worship God as we do so with “reverential fear” from our hearts to Him. 
APPLICATION
1. In the new year, let there be a new relationship and walk with God. Ask to be accountable to your fellow brothers or sisters in Christ for the regular reading of God's word and prayer. 
2. God has blessed BC with many things in 2011, amongst them: (1) a new reverence in worship with more people coming earlier before Sunday service to prepare themselves, (2) an awareness of God's presence in prayer as more people attend our prayer and praise on Wednesdays and (3) a bountiful harvest of souls as 275 people prayed to receive Christ and were ushered into His kingdom.
Like the psalmist in Psalm 126:3, “Let there be joy! God has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy.” Pray for the joy of the Lord to be your strength at all times.

3. Read Psalms 119:73. God made us and he knows our frailty and weakness. Ask God to give us understanding as we read and study His word consistently. 
